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Police body cam footage shows
aftermath of Arbery shooting
By LARRY HOBBS
lhobbs@thebrunswicknews.com

After Gregory McMichael explained
to police how and why he and his son
armed themselves, pursued a Black
man in a pickup truck and shot him
dead in the middle of the street, he
asked for a favor.
“I would like to get this blood off my
hands,” McMichael says to the ofﬁcer,
showing a blood-stained left hand.
The blood was that of 25-year-old
Ahmaud Arbery, the unarmed man McMichael’s adult son, Travis McMichael,
shot three times at point blank range
with a shotgun on the afternoon of

Feb. 23 in the Satilla Shores
neighborhood.
This scene and other telling moments
were captured via the body cameras
of Glynn County Police ofﬁcers who
responded to the deadly shooting. The
News obtained the body cam videos
Wednesday from the clerk’s ofﬁce of
Glynn County Superior Court, where
the McMichaels and neighbor William
“Roddie” Bryan, 51, face felony murder
and other charges in connection with
Arbery’s death.
Prosecutors showed snippets of the
police body cam footage during a hearing last month in which the McMichaels
were denied bond.

Travis McMichael, 34, with Arbery’s
blood on his hands and both arms, also
expressed a desire to police to wash it
off.
Arbery’s body can be seen on the
footage where he died in the middle of
Holmes Road near the intersection with
Satilla Drive, the area around his body
cordoned off with crime tape.
The body was later covered by county EMT workers, but remained in the
roadway.
Arbery was known as an avid jogger,
and he was wearing shorts and running
shoes on that Sunday afternoon. Some
Please see ARBERY, 3A

Terry Dickson/The Brunswick News

U.S. Senator-elect Tommy Tuberville, R-Alabama, speaks to
a crowd at Toucan’s Ale House Wednesday during a rally for
Republican U.S. senators Kelly Loeﬄer and David Perdue.

Big names campaign
for Loeﬄer, Perdue
in Brunswick
By TAYLOR COOPER
tcooper@thebrunswicknews.com

Toucan’s Ale House in Brunswick played host to a list of
who’s who in the Republican Party Wednesday in a continuing effort to inspire voters to go to the polls in the upcoming runoff election.
Recently elected and recently defeated Republicans from
across the country descended on the bar and restaurant at
Exit 38 of I-95 Wednesday as part of the Save America
Tour to whip up votes for Georgia’s two Republican incumbents, U.S. Sens. Kelly Loefﬂer and David Perdue.
Loefﬂer faces Democrat Raphael Warnock and Perdue
faces Democrat Jon Ossoff in the Jan. 5 runoff election.
Headlining the morning barrage of speakers was Tommy Tuberville, Alabama’s newly elected senator and a former Auburn University football coach. Tuberville said he
was in the state to get out the vote for Loefﬂer and Perdue.
“When I come across the border from Alabama, it’s always been a ﬁght, but I know we can win this one,” Tuberville said, referring to his days at Auburn when facing the
college’s rival, the University of Georgia.
Please see CAMPAIGN, 3A

BIKE GIVEAWAY

Oceana report
details harm caused
by plastic pollution

Church to give away 500 bicycles; large turnout expected
By GORDON JACKSON
gjackson@thebrunswicknews.com

D

uring a typical Christmas holiday season, the
Greater Works Ministry in Brunswick gives
away hams and other food items.
This is not a typical year.
Pastor Mark Baker said this holiday season, the church’s congregation agreed the focus should be on
the children.
“Over the 24 years of the ministry,
we’ve tried to give back to the community,” Baker said. “Because of the
pandemic, we decided not to leave
the kids out.”

The congregation decided to create
the ﬁrst Hope for the Holidays event
with plans to give away a variety of
toys and educational items. The gifts
that will create the most excitement
are the more than 500 bicycles that
will be given away.
The bikes will be given away on a
ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst served basis, which
several conditions. The children
receiving the bikes must be in the
vehicle and the bikes must be taken
immediately.
Baker recommended people come
to the church at 4020 Wylly Ave. in
Brunswick in a vehicle large enough
to accommodate the bicycles.
The money for the bicycles was

raised through tithes and offerings
by the church congregation and residents from St. Simons Island, as well
as from too many businesses in the
Golden Isles to mention, Baker said.
“Many businesses poured in to
help us,” he said. “We’re going to
acknowledge them.”
Baker said he expects lines of
vehicles to form at the church
early Sunday morning in advance
of the giveaway, which starts
1 p.m.
“We’re prepared for over 1,000
people to show up,” he said. “If
not for the tithes and offerings we
wouldn’t be able to do this. People
have really poured in.”

By LAUREN MCDONALD
lmcdonald@thebrunswicknews.com

Oceana says more than 1,800 different kinds of marine
animals in U.S. waters have been affected by plastic pollution and have either choked or been entangled by plastics.
The recently released report used available data on incidents of marine mammals and sea turtles swallowing or
becoming entangled in plastic. Oceana, the largest international advocacy organization dedicated solely to ocean
conservation, compiled the data by surveying dozens of
government agencies, organizations and institutions that
collect data on the impact of plastic on marine animals.
The report calls for policies that reduce production and
Please see PLASTIC, 6A
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COVID-19 Screening Hotline
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WEAR A MASK
Primary symptoms:
• Fever • Cough • Shortness of breath
• Extreme fatigue • Loss of taste or smell

sghs.org/covid-19
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Page One, Part 2

Arbery
Continued from page 1A

Satilla Shores residents told
The News that they often
saw Arbery jogging through
the neighborhood.
McMichael, 65, a retired
veteran investigator with the
Brunswick Judicial Circuit
District Attorney’s Ofﬁce
and a former police ofﬁcer,
told police afterward that he
suspected Arbery of burglaries in the neighborhood. On
that day, McMichael said he
was in the back of his pickup truck at his residence on
Satilla Drive when he saw
Arbery run by.
“He comes hauling %#$
down the street, I mean he’s
got it hooked up,” Gregory
McMichael told the ofﬁcer.
He went inside, told his
son and they armed themselves to take action, he told
the ofﬁcer.
“I said, ‘C’mon, let’s go,’”
said McMichael, a former
Glynn County police ofﬁcer
before joining the DA’s ofﬁce. “So Travis runs and gets
his shotgun.”
McMichael then suggested
to the ofﬁcer they had reason to believe Arbery was
armed, “because the other
night the guy stuck his hands
in his pants” when Travis
McMichael confronted him,
he said.
“So I grab my .357 Magnum, Glynn County P.D. issue, by the way, when I was
a police ofﬁcer,” McMichael
told the ofﬁcer.
He said the two jumped in
the pickup truck and pursued
Arbery. He expresses dismay
that the unarmed Arbery
would not stop to talk with
two armed men. “We see
him go around the corner,
and we pull up beside him,
‘Hey, stop! Stop! We want
to talk to you.’ And he just
keeps on running. He was
looking right at us. I mean
this close to him, you know,”

Campaign
Continued from page 1A

Tuberville said it is the decline in education and school
curriculums that undermine
traditional values and the
importance of religion that
prompted him to run for ofﬁce as a Republican.
“We are in trouble,” Tuberville said. “The way of
life, the freedoms that we
have, the liberties that we
have that our forefathers, our
great-great-grandfather and
grandmothers gave us we’re
losing at a very fast pace.”
He said the Democratic
Party is attempting to undermine the way of life,
freedoms and liberties of
Americans. The COVID-19
pandemic illustrated that, he
continued, by way of governmental orders shutting down
businesses and churches
and requiring people to stay
home to prevent spreading
the disease.
Cities and states with
largely Democratic elected ofﬁcials tend to be more
heavy-handed in implementing and enforcing such rules,

McMichael said, his arms
outstretched.
Bryan joins the chase at
some point, using another
pickup truck to block Arbery’s path, McMichael said.
Bryan also used his cellphone camera to video the
pursuit and the deadly ﬁnal
encounter.
“The guy (Arbery) turns
around and started running
back this way. Roddie pulls
out in his truck and kinda
blocks him. I said, ‘Travis,
go back that way.’ He said,
‘No, I’m gonna go head him
off.’”
When the video Bryan took of the pursuit and
shooting was leaked to the
public in early May, the
graphic death of Arbery ignited national outrage. The
GBI arrested the McMichaels two days later and
arrested Bryan later in the
month.
At one point, when Travis
McMichael backed his truck
up alongside Arbery and
tried stopping him again,
Gregory McMichael told the
ofﬁcer. “And he’s right here,
and he starts running past
us,” he said. “Travis backs up
and says, ‘Stop, stop, we want
to talk to you.’ Or something
to that effect. I don’t remember his exact words.”
The last segment of Bryan’s video shows him following in his pickup truck as
Arbery runs down the street,
approaching the armed McMichaels who are stopped
in the middle of the road.
Travis Michael is standing in
front of the open driver’s side
door as his father crouches in
the truck bed with his handgun, that video shows. The
video shows Arbery running
around the passenger side of
the truck. Suddenly, Travis
McMichael is in front of the
truck with his shotgun as Arbery reaches the front of the
truck.
A struggle ensues for
possession of the shotgun,
during which McMichael

ﬁred three times with buckshot. Arbery stumbled to the
pavement after the third shot.
Gregory McMichael gave
police this version of the fatal events:
“Travis gets out with the
damn shotgun and runs up
there. I said, ‘Travis don’t
shoot. Don’t do anything.’
The guy (Arbery) turns and
comes at him and they start
wrestling and Travis shoots
him right in the damn chest.
(Travis) had no .... The guy
was trying to take the shotgun from him.
“He’s got it on video,” McMichael said, referring to
Bryan.
As the ofﬁcer walks off,
McMichael again mentions
his law enforcement credentials.
“Yeah, I was chief investigator with the DA’s ofﬁce,”
he said.
McMichael
said
he
checked for a pulse on
Arbery’s neck, and also
checked his right hand for a
weapon.
“I rolled him over to check
his pulse … “ McMichael
said. “I pulled his arm out
and then I realized he didn’t
have anything in his hand.
And I saw this ain’t going to
last long.”
McMichael told the ofﬁcers Arbery had been caught
several times on camera burglarizing a house on Satilla
Drive. The house in question
would turn out to be a home
under construction with open
bay doors. Though he was
seen entering the structure
on the home’s surveillance
video, the property owner
has said Arbery did nothing
wrong.
The McMichaels and
Bryan remain in the Glynn
County Detention Center,
awaiting trail, each charged
with one count of malice
murder, four counts of felony
murder, two counts of aggravated assault, one count of
false imprisonment and one
count of criminal attempt to

he said, a trend Georgia will
follow if it, too, elects Democrats, he said.
Georgia stands a chance
of avoiding that in the upcoming runoff, Tuberville
continued. With Republicans
holding 50 seats in the Senate
and Democrats holding 48,
Georgia will decide whether
the Senate gets split at 5050, with Democratic Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris holding the tie-breaking
vote, or whether Republicans
maintain their slim majority.
The Democratic Party
remains in control of the
House of Representatives
and gained the White House
in the November general
election.
It’s a very important issue,
Tuberville said, one pressing
enough to motivate him to
take a trip from Alabama to
Brunswick.
“I know I’m not your senator, but I really am. I’m
just across the line. I live in
Auburn,” Tuberville said.
“We’re going to stick together and Kelly (Loefﬂer) and
David (Perdue) are going to
win this election and we’re
going to ﬁght hard for every
state.”
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commit false imprisonment.
Other moments from the
police body cam footage include:
• Gregory McMichael,
looking across the wide border of crime scene tape to
the other side, gazing beyond
Arbery’s covered body in the
middle of the road. “What
are they doing with my son?”
he says, watching as ofﬁcers
question Travis McMichael
on the other side. “Are they
... “
“I don’t know, sir,” the ofﬁcer tells him.
Moments later, the father
asks, “Are they going to put
him in handcuffs?”
“No no no,” the ofﬁcer
says. “Why would he be in
cuffs?”
• Bryan explains to ofﬁcers that he tried unsuccessfully to block Arbery’s path
several times. He then gives
an account of the ﬁnal confrontation that appears to
contradict his own video.
(Bryan told police he had not
seen the video he took at that
time.) He tells ofﬁcers Arbery came straight at Travis
McMichael after McMichael
stepped out of the truck’s
driver’s side, rather than run
around the passenger side, as
the video shows.
“About that time he come
over and he just started
wailing on his face — the
Black dude started hitting
the White dude in the face,”
Bryan said.
Bryan said Arbery should
have stopped to talk with the
armed men. Then he seemed
to question the wisdom of
chasing Arbery in the ﬁrst
place.
“If the guy would have
stopped to ﬁnd out what was
going on — he was obviously up to something — this
would have never happened.
Should we have been chasing
him?” he says to the ofﬁcer.
“I don’t know.”
•
Gregory
McMichael, summing up what
happened to ofﬁcers: “To be

Ga. hospitals break mark for COVID-19 patients
By JEFF AMY
and RON HARRIS
Associated Press

ATLANTA — A record
number of people were in
hospitals Wednesday in
Georgia with conﬁrmed
COVID-19 infections, another signal that infections are
now more widespread than
at the previous summer peak,
as public health authorities
sought to raise the alarm that
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the coronavirus is spreading
unabated across the state.
In Atlanta, a group called
COVID
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for
Change set out 1,000 chairs
near the state capitol in a cold
rain to remember the people
who have died in Georgia
from the respiratory illness.
That number rose Wednesday to 10,228 conﬁrmed and
suspected deaths.
“I caught COVID-19 back
in March,” Marjorie Rob-

erts said at the ceremony.
“My ﬁrst day of symptoms
was March 26. Now, nine
months later I’m still feeling the remnants. I also lost
one of my lifelong friends to
COVID-19. I didn’t even get
a chance to say goodbye. He
died in a hospital all by himself. All alone.”
The state Department of
Public Health, in a weekly
report, warned about the continuing spread of infections.
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perfectly honest with you, if
I could’ve gotten a shot at the
guy, I would have shot him
myself ... “
• Arbery is still breathing, face down in the road,
as the ﬁrst ofﬁcers arrive on
scene. Gregory McMichael
is standing back a ways in
a nearby driveway. An ofﬁcer puts on gloves, rolls over
Arbery’s body, and applies
pressure to his chest. When
Gregory McMichael tries
to move closer, the ofﬁcer
waves him off with a ﬁnger.
“I recognize you now,”
the ofﬁcer says to him. “Michael, right?”

“McMichael, yeah. That’s
my son Travis over there.”
“Just hang out over there
for me,” the ofﬁcer tells him,
still applying pressure to Arbery’s chest.
Then McMichael can be
heard saying, “Roddy back
here’s got it all on video.”
Seconds later, Arbery dies.
“There’s nothing I can do
for this gentleman,” the ofﬁcer says, removing his bloodied gloves.
There would be no arrests
in Arbery’s shooting death
until May 7, two days after
the GBI took over the investigation.
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JEWELERS
Serving The South Since 1910

SHOPS AT SEA ISLAND • 600 SEA ISLAND ROAD #16
ST. SIMONS ISLAND, GA 31522 • 912-634-9060
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The Ritz is professionally
disinfected by the great folks
at ServiceMaster prior to
each performance

LIQUOR
VODKA
THREE OLIVES
GREY GOOSE
SMIRNOFF
SKYY
ABSOLUT
FINLANDIA

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

SCOTCH
DEWARS
1.75L
CUTTY SARK
1.75L
FAMOUS GROUSE
1.75L
JOHNNIE WALKER BLACK 1.75L
RUM
BACARDI GOLD & SILVER 1.75L
CRUZAN GOLD & SILVER 1.75L
MALIBU
1.75L
TEQUILA
MARGARITAVILLE Gold & Silver 1.75L
JOSE CUERVO Gold & Silver 1.75L
DON JULIO BLANCO
1.75L
ESPOLON
1L
CIMMARON BLANCO-REP
1L

19.97
49.97
18.97
23.97
29.97
19.97
36.97
20.97
29.97
69.97
19.97
19.97
18.97
17.47
30.99
83.97
31.99
19.97

BOURBON
EVAN WILLIAMS Black
DICKEL 12
WOODFORD RESERVE
WOODFORD RESERVE
BULLEIT
FOUR ROSES
BASIL HAYDEN 10 yr
HENRY MCKENNA
JIM BEAN Black Label 8 yr
OLE SMOKEY SHINE

1.75L 22.97
1.75L 39.97
1.75L 63.97
750ML 32.97
1.75L 47.97
1.75L 34.97
750ML 74.97
1.75L 21.97
1.75L 37.97
750ML 16.97
OLE SMOKEY WHISKEY - All Flavors 1.75L 16.97
GIN
BEEFEATER
1.75L 26.97
BOMBAY SAPPHIRE
1.75L 39.99
NEW AMSTERDAM
1.75L 19.97
BOMBAY
1.75L 27.99
TANQUERAY
1.75L 37.97
IRISH
BUSHMILLS
1.75L 36.97
JAMESON
1.75L 46.97
JAMESON
750ML 24.97

CANADIAN
CANADIAN HUNTER
SEVEN CROWN
SEAGRAMS V.O.

WINE

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

13.47
19.97
22.97

CROWN ROYAL
CROWN ROYAL
Peach or Salted Carmel

1.75L

49.97

750ML 31.99

“THE QUALITY OF THE WINE, MUST BE SUPERIOR TO THE PRICE”

This is our # 1 criteria for buying wines for you, we have many little known wines that are drinking well above their price.

SPARKLING
GLORIA FERRER
Blanc de Noir Brut
750ML 17.97
CRISTALINO Brut
750ML 8.87
GRUET Brut
750ML 12.97
COOKS Brut & Spumante 750ML
7.97
LAMARCA Prosecco
750ML 12.97
CHARDONNAYAY
KENDALL JACKSON
750ML 13.47
ROMBAUER Chardonnay 750ML 35.97
FERRARI CARANO
750ML 16.97
SONOMA CUTRER
750ML 19.97
SIMI CHARDONNAY
750ML 11.97
PINOT GRIGIOAY
CAVIT
1.5L
9.97
ZENATO
750ML 9.97
RUFFINO LUMINA
750ML
9.77

CORDIALS
KAHULA
1.75L
32.97
21.07
ST.BRENDONS Irish Cream 1.75L
WHITES
NOBILO Sauv Blanc
750ML 9.97
REDS
OBSIDION RIDGE
750ML 28.87
14 HANDS C/S & Merlot 750ML 11.47
CAKEBREAD
750ML 76.97
GNARLY HEAD OV Zin 750ML 8.47
FLOWERS P/N
750ML 42.97
HAHN C/S
750ML 11.47
POPPY P/N
750ML 12.97
ROSÉ
WHISPERING ANGEL
750ML 18.97
HOGWASH
750ML 12.97
GRUET
750ML 14.47
ROSA DEI CAMPI
750ML 6.97

MISCELLANEOUS
BIOLYTE Reg. & Berry
16oz 2.99
BLAKESTAR - All Flavors 12oz 1.69
APEROL APERTILO
750ML 24.97

WHITE CLAW SELTZERS 12PK 15.49
WOODBRIDGE - All Flavors 1.5L 10.97

We are open 7 days a week!

New modified hours remain: M-Th 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Fri-Sat 8:00 AM- 9:00 PM • Sun 12:30 - 6:30 PM
Jim Gibson, Owner • EXPIRES 12-24-20

3304 Glynn Ave
Brunswick • 264-3695

